Coastal service launched

in Trinidad

A loog ownlted service sloog Teinidad s

wesd comst Fram Port of Spado wis fndvae
dced on Decembor 1o Foor vessels nre
Bl operated by Hovnblower Marioe
Servives woder contened to e T

iluil
and Toboge government’s  Notiooal
Linlenstvnetivre Developmment oy,
Last year, NIDCO purchnsed  three

Teknboralt Peshgn 27m Towl wssisted ot

marans  Trom YT Shipbaildiog  and g
Maritekmik  Shipbuiloders S5m0 cotpmarn
Frovm i Turkish operato

vessels (HC Kaiia, HIE
Mifemaiar ol FOC CMiviany were boilt in 20064

The three sister

and  originally  lensed Tor two years o
service in France and the Caribbenn, They
arrived in Trimidad Proms the United King
dom in June 2008, The lorger colimmar,
Su, was lnunched in Singapore i 1996 gl
aperated in Guadeloupe untl 2005

Four daily retum services have initially
been timetabled between Port of Spain i
San Fernando, Scheduled joumey time iy
approximately 50 minotes in encl divect
ion. The second phase of the project in
cludes extending the route morth fo ot
Cumana, south o Point Fortin and it
ducing additional stops.

Commenting on the planned expansion,
Hornbliwer vice president o operations
Clary Seabrook said, “The service is com-
miler onented amd will begin operations
with Tour vessels, with Tour additional

vosse s dded over the next two years.

“Hornblower Marine Services Trinidad

will operate the ferries on behall of
the MNational Infrastructure Development
Company. The ‘water taxi service' is
vital to the region to alleviate vehicle
traffic on the national roadways and
to  improve community and bosiness
productivity, The service is looking 1o
ultimately carry 9,000 passengers on
approximately 34 daily trips.”

Flee Teknioraft Desten 27m foil assisted catamarans have entered service in Trinidad

Government support

for Bay Ferries

Canada’s Nova Seotin government Lo
conlfirmed that § will be increasing
its  financial  support this  vear Tor

opevilion of Ineat 9H5m

wavepiercing cotmmaran The Cof on the
company’s Yarmouth-Bar Harbor aml

Yarmouth=Portland voutes,

In a stmement issued on January 22,

the government smd, “The province s
investing in the Yarmouth to Maine ferry
service to protect this important transpor-
ation link between southwestern MNowvi
Scotia and the United States.

“The province’s Industrial Expansion
Fund will eover financial losses for Bay
Ferries to allow the company to maintain
the operation for the 2000 season, The total
amount of assistance will depend on the
financial results of the service, but will not
exceed 512 million.

“Yarmouth continues to be an importamt
entry point between Nova Scotia and
the United States. About 100 people are
employed by Bay Ferries in Yarmouth.
In 2008, 85000 costomers used the ferry

SETVICE,

“Withount this mamediate assistance the
service wonld ool be able too cominee.
We are supporting Bay Perries while we
work with all partners o develop o mime

et solution,

Changes in fuel costs together with
ceommmic challenges in the United States
and pow Canada hove hod an ampact on
the number of individuals using the femry
service, particularly in the past year, New
puassport requirements alse ke effect on
June 1, adding to uncenainty over Canada
LS truvel.

“A joint federal-provincial study  will
examine the transportation needs  in
southwest Nova Scotia (o determine long
term  decisions about the Yarmouth 1o
Maine service. The federal government has
committed 51 million for the study.”

Referring to the current situation, Bay
Ferries president and chief executive officer
Mark MacDonald smd, “For the last 12
years, Bay Ferries and our employees have
worked hard 1o continue this  vital
connection between southwestern Mova
Scotia and Maine. For nine of those years,
we proudly operated without government

5515

ance, but now require support o
continue to operate out of Yarmouth.

“Working with our government pariners
and the communities we serve, Bay Ferries
is looking forward o reviewing the findings
of the transportation study to put in place a
long term solution.”

In October 2007, the Nova Scotia govern-
ment announced that it was 1o provide fund-
ing of 52,500,000, spread over two years, to
Bay Ferries' operation of The Car, At the
beginning of Tuly 2008, it confirmed that it
would provide additional funding of “up to
B4 million™.

The 2009 operating season is May 31-
Ovtober 12 inclusive. Five single services
have been scheduled each week between
Yarmouth and Bar Harbor and a minimum
ol five between Yarmouth and Portland, In
2000, seven single services were scheduled
o beth routes.

This year's peak season from July 4 until
September 7 is 17 days longer thon in 2008,
The service frequency is identical, the Bar
Harbor route remains at five crossings each
week while the Yarmouth timetable is
increased o nine crossings each week.

Scheduled journey times are approxi-
mately 3 hours for Yarmouth-Bar Harbor
and 5 howrs 30 minutes for Yarmouth-
Portland.



